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activities run by Calvary Community Church. In addition, the Washington State Fair brought back Mabel 
the Milking Cow and also, new this year, the Wranglers youth booth. Mike Connor manned the VFW booth 
by the fountain.  Docents in the house were very busy interacting with the over 800 visitors that came 
through the house. Two full days of family youth activities, honoring veterans and sharing history.  They 
were busy, however the Society is already looking forward to next year’s bigger and busier event.  Go to our 
website to enjoy a photo collection. 

July 27th and & 28th, the 9th annual Rhubarb Days in Sumner were 
very busy for docents and volunteers at the museum. Both days on the 
lawn we had the rhubarb racers and rhubarb rockets sponsored by the 
Historical Society and the Sumner, Bonney lake VFW and  GFWC-
Valley Volunteers. They were joined by a number of youth games and 

The Sumner Historical Society is in the first stages of a plan to digitize the 
content of the Society's collection of Sumner newspapers.

The plan has been named the Genyss Vaughn Saving History Project.  
Vaughn, a long time teacher and librarian in the Sumner School District, 
bequeathed funds to the Historical Society. Those funds will be the nucleus 
for the newspaper project.  

Sumner's last local weekly newspaper ceased publication in 1990. 
Before that, for over 100 years the weekly paper was the most informed, 
enjoyed and anticipated source of local news and events.

The collection has most  of the 7000 issues on paper or microfilm. However it is not easy to research paper 
and microfilmed newspapers. Todays' research tools are digital so the collection will be digitized. 

The project has been broken down into phases. This phase, The Pictorial Era, will focus on digitizing the 
papers from the late 40s to the late 50s. 

 Those papers were still being printed with traditional metal typesetting processes, printing a photograph 
was expensive because an outside firm would have to convert the photo into a printing plate. The publisher, 
Pete Andrews, came up with an inexpensive way to provide many photographs in each issue. He used a small 
offset job press to print a separate 10 x 13 inch "montage" of photos which were then inserted into that 
week’s issue. Most photos related to a story in the issue. He titled the insert "The Pictorial Section of 
the Sumner News Index." 

A Digital Window to Sumner’s History

Continued on page 5

more enjoyable as more car owners participated. 
The street in front of the museum was packed 
with vehicles and visitors. The house was busy. 
 View more pictures on our website.

August 11th the museum was open with 
extended hours for the Classy Chassis Car 
Show. This annual downtown event was made 
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Halloween at the Ryan House Museum

October 31st, 5 pm to 7 pm on the museum's front lawn.  

In the afternoon our docents will decorate the house and 
lawn in a vintage Halloween fashion. We had more than 
1400 last year so we expect lots of happy treaters!  Each 
treat  had a sticker with the museum's holiday greeting.

Games, prizes, popcorn, beverages, photo ops, music and lots of Halloween fun! The 
Halloween Party is geared for children in grades Kindergarten through 5th.  A great 
way for children to show off their Halloween costumes.
Parents costumes are encouraged.

This annual event is organized by the Sumner~Bonny Lake VFW Post 370 with 
assistance from Rainbow Girls, GFWC~Valley Volunteers and the Historical Society.

For grades K-5,  
Saturday  

October 26th 
 6 pm to 8 pm  
VFW Post on  

 Willow Street.

The Tree of Light

In	1926	Lewis	Ryan	decorated	the	holly	tree	on	the	museum's	front	lawn	with	strings	of	
electric	holiday	lights,	naming	it	Sumner's	Tree	of	Light.	
	On	Saturday,	November	23rd,	please	join	us	for	the	93rd	Anniversary	of	our	town's	tree	
lighSng.	The	evening	starts	at	5:00	pm	with	tree	lighSng	at	5:30	pm.	The	Sumner	High	
School	Choir	will	lead	the	crowd	in	song.	Calvary	Community	Church	will	bring	back	their	
snow	machines.	There	will	be	refreshments	and	the	house	will	be	open	for	tours.		

93rd Annual Tree Lighting

The Holiday Season at the Ryan House Museum

The parlor will host the 
Roger and Carolyn Stroeve 
collection of Santa Clauses 
from every period. 

Decorating with Collections and Gingerbread

the Tree Lighting on November 23rd. Some gingerbread houses will be on display at 
the museum throughout the holiday season.

The kitchen will feature a gingerbread tree surrounded by  vintage toys, many with a 
historical connection to the valley.

This year we will bring back two unique seasonal collections that historical society members 
are sharing with us. The Stroeve's Santa collection and Marcha Lindberg's angel collection,  
New this year will be a Gingerbread theme throughout the museum.  This ties in with a 
Gingerbread House Contest organized by the Sumner~Bonny Lake VFW. Learn more about 

the contest and find dates and entry forms on the VFW 
website, sumnervfw.org. The winners will be announced at 

Free Halloween Party 
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Puyallup CannerySumner Cannery

In 1902 , a leader in local agriculture, Palhamus spearheaded the effort 
to organize a cooperative association to centralize processing and 
marketing for berries, fruit and other produce grown by valley farmers.  
The first year’s focus was providing fresh product to existing markets.

By 1915, there were 1,800 members and the association was providing agricultural education in farming 
methods and co-op stores for members where they could purchase groceries and sundries at low prices.

1920    The canneries were sold to to Hunt Brothers Packing Co. 
1992   The PSFGA Canning Corporation bought them back. 
1935    SFGA Canning Corporation combined with the Washington Berry  
           Growers  Association to form Washington Packers. 
1946   Sold to Kelly-Farquhar  
1949   Purchased by DEWKIST 
Later, the Sumner plant was closed, the Puyallup plant became Valley Packers.

Later, canneries were purchased and built and a special freezing 
process developed.  Paulhamus expanded the business into markets 
ranging as far as Winnipeg, Dallas and Boston.  Seattle Star, 9-15-1917

PUYALLUP & SUMNER FRUIT 
GROWERS ASSOCIATION 

W. H. PAULHAMUS  

WASHINGTON STATE SENATOR 1907 - 1913 

Sumner Historical Society

Founding Vice President of 
the Valley Fair in 1900, 
President from 1906 to 1925. 
He said this about the fair,

1864 -1925   Born in Pennsylvania, moved to Sumner in 1890, one of 100 
Washington citizens in the Washington State Centennial Hall of Honor

“A farmers fair, 
 for the farmer 

 and about the farmer”

35 Years in the valley, the farmer’s friend

~ Negotiated lower railroad rates for 
shipping the products of the valley

~ 1907  Regulations on  wholesale firms 
handling agricultural products

~ Flood Control, Puyallup and Stuck rivers 

~ 1907  Reopening of the Puyallup Western 
Washington Experimental Station

~ 1909  Appointed by governor to the 
National Farm Congress
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MAPLELAWN FARM 
Home to "Three Story Farming"

On Wood Avenue in Sumner 
stands a home that in the early1900s 
was the testing ground for a concept 
to successfully manage small acre 
farms.   The theory, developed by 
W.C. Paulhamus, a leading figure in 
early valley agriculture was  
"Three Story Farming”. 

Maplelawn Farm had 100 Bing cherry trees. Paulhamus also 
recommended sour cherries, like the English Marilla and the 
Montmorency.
The farm cultivated Cuthbert Red raspberries, Evergreen 
blackberries,  gooseberries, asparagus, and rhubarb.  
Poultry that Paulhamus promoted included White Leghorn, 
Brown leghorn and Barred Plymouth Rock chickens along with 
geese, ducks and pigeons.

The farm had forty registered  Jersey 
cattle. This was the first dairy in Pierce 
County to supply certified milk.  This 
was by request of  the Tacoma Medical 
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Live Stock
Shorthorn Bull Whitehall Sul-

tan Dead.
Whitehall Sultan, 163573, calved

October 11, 1900, died August 24
1910, the property of F. W. Harding,
Waukesha, Wig. During the past
three months he had become crippled
with rheumatism and the severe heat
of late no doubt hastened his end.
He was bred by J. Deane Willis in
Wiltshire, England, and imported iv
his dam, the great show and breeding
cow Bapton Pearl by Count Leander.
Robert Miller of Ontario purchased
Bapton Pearl, then three-year-old,
and the champion Shorthorn female
at the 1900 English Koval at a ilrst
cost of 85000 for E. S. Kelly of Ohio.
In the herd of Mr. Kelly, Whitehall
Sultan sired among many good ones
the prize-winning and champion bulls
Whitehall Marshall, Avondale,
Whitehall King, Glenbrook Sultan
and Royal Sultan. These bulls were
sired before he w.as three years old,
at which age he was purchased by
Frank W. Harding as a show bull and
for service in the Anoka herd, where
his usefulness to the breed in Ameri-
ca probably stands without a parallel
among the Shorthorn sires. His sons
head leading herds in many states and
when the results of the shows are
posted each year it has been remark-
able to note the percentage of winners
that claim the blood of Whitehall
Sultan, emphasizing at the same time
his build and heavy fleshing qualities.
When Whitehall Sultan was six years
old an offer of $15,000 was refused for
him. That same year Whitehall
Marshall brought 17500 and this figure
was refused for Royal Sultan, then at
the head of the Lodi herd, and §5,000
was also refused for Avondale. Up to
this date nearly 50 sons of this great
bull have been sold from Anoka at an
average of more than 81000 each, and
although few heifers have been spared
they have made prices running from
$400 to $1,200. The death of White-
hall Sultan will be rocognized as a
great loss to his owner and the breed
but what he has done for improve-

The Paulhamus
Place in Sumner
Valley.

Showing 1 what
can be done on
fiveor ten acres
of good valley
land, i

incut is already being reflected in
the record of his many sons as sires
of show breeding Shorthorn 3, so that
che end is not yet of this great sire.

High Price for Livestock.
Pullman, Wash. Sept. 19. Live

stock is bringing as high prices at
auction as last fall despite the high

Trinidad Lake Asphalt
has no equal as a waterproofer. After we have
used it for thirty years, everybody is learning
its value for every waterproofing purpose.

Genasco
Ready Roofing

Is made of genuine Trinidad Lake asphalt.
There is no roofing substitute for Genasco —none

will last so long".
The Kant-leak Kleet keeps seams waterproof with-

out cement. Supplied with Genasco when specified.
Ask your dealer for Genasco. Mineral or smooth surface. Look for the

hemisphere trade-mark. Write for the Good Koof Guide Book and samples.

THE BARBER ASPHALT PAVING COMPANY
Largest produceri of asphnlt, and largest
manufacturers of ready-roofing inthe world.

jdSßtjk. PHILADELPHIA
(&o&sN^ New York San Francisco Chicago# PHILADELPHIA

New York San Francisco Chicago
Cross-secliun, Genasco Sluut-surfate Ready-Roofing
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These Two Scenes Show Richness of Washington Valley Land

price of feed, which many predicted
would cause a slump in the price of
stock. At the sale of personal pro-
perty at the ranch of Adolphus
Briggs, near Johnson, yesterday good
prices were obtained. *A 2-year-old heifer brought $58,
one 2-year-old filly brought more than
$200.

A Valley Land
Berry Field.

A span of 3-year-old mules brought
$345, and a span of 4-year-olds sold
for $400.
Chickens, six weeks old, soJd for

48 cents a piece, and. everything in
the livestock line brought high prices.
A large per cent of the purchasers

paid cash instead of giving their
notes for one year, as provided in
the terms of the sale.
One feature of the sale was a flock

of sheep which brought more than $7
a head, including spring lambs.
These were the first sheep sold at
auction in this country for several
years. Nearly every farmer wanted
the sheep and the bidding was spirited.
The American Royal Live Stock

Show of 1910 will be held at the
Kansas City stock yards October 11
to 15. The horses and cattle will be
judged in the big new pavilion,
where the four night horse shows,
and afternoon entertainment pro-
grams, willbe given. The classifica-
tions this year embrace Hereford,
Shorthorn, Galloway and Aberdeen
Angus breeding, feeding and fat cat-
tle; range-bred feeding cattle; Per-
cheron, Belgian, Shire and German
and French Coach horses; mules;
Berkshire, Chester White and Duroc
Jersey swine; Coswold, Hampshire,
Shropshire, Southdown and Oxford
sheep; Angora goats; poultry. There
will be the usual students' judging
contest of young men, under the
superintendence of W. L. Nelson,
Columbia, Mo. Information as to
entries in any department may be ob-
tained from A. M. Thompson, secre-
tary of American Royal, Nashua, Mo.

This field yielded
HOO crates to the
acre, and netted
the owner $1.00
per crate.

Warranted to Clvm Satisfaction.

Gombault's
Caustic Balsam

Has Imitators But No Competitors.
A Safe, Speedy and Positive Cure for

Curb, Splint Sweeny, Capped Hock,Strained Tendons, Founder, Wind
Puffs, and all lameness from Spavin,
Ringbone and other bony tumors.
Cures all skin diseases or "Parasites,
Thrush, Diphtheria,. Bemoves all
Bunches from Horses or Cattlo.- As a Human Remedy for Rheumatism,Sprains, Sore Throat, etc., It Is invaluable.

livery bottle of Caustic Balsam sold Is
Warranted to jrive satisfaction. Price $1,50per bottle. Sold by druggists, or nei.t by ex-
press, charges paid, with full directions for
ts nse. t#*Bend for descriptive circulars,
testimonials, etc. Address ;
\u25a0'he Lawrence-Williams Co..Cleveland, 0.

Duroc SKvine
Iam selling better values 4H Duroc Jersey pigs— — for less money than any breeder
rff^WWfc in the Pacific Northwest. Pigs
BMM^ Ml'd yearlliiK sows by Milton'^mw^^^- Wonder. Buy now and save

| express when pigs are larger. Write or call.
c. McCLBLLAND.
Sunnynide. Wash.

Milk Fever Outfits,
t\KIIORNERB, ti-at syphons, «HtterH,^;£>sf|
-L-' dilator*, etc Received onlyaward /'r&Za
World's Fairs Chicago un<l St. Louis. Cjiikgl
Write for illustrated catalogue. HAUHB- mt

I MANN <b DUNN CO., 392 So. Clark 81., Chicago

The house was built in 1882 by E.C. Meade who made a fortune 
in hops and then lost the house and 60 acre farm when the hops 
industry failed.  Paulhamus bought the farm in 1897.

Maple Lawn Farm pictured in a Seattle 
publication,  the “Ranch”  in 1910.

Maple Lawn Farm, 1920,  Sumner Historical Society

It promoted the value of  raising tree fruit, bush berries, poultry 
and dairy cattle on the same land at the same time.  

The VFW building on Willow was a Maple 

Lawn Farm Barn,  Sumner Historical Society

Society.  Tuberculous 
was rampant in area 
dairy cattle and 
Paulhamus agreed to be 
the first to implement 
safe certification 
processes in his dairy.  
 Soon the dairy was 
using wagons pulled by  
four horse teams to 
deliver certified milk to 
Tacoma daily.

  “Ranch”  1913

Tacoma Times, 1915



You	can	link	your	Fred	Meyer	Rewards	
card	to	benefit	the	Sumner	Historical	
Society.	Go	to	their	website	 
www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards		

Follow	the	instrucSons	to	find	us	by	
name	or	by	our	non-profit	number:	

88948	

When	you	shop	you	sSll	earn	your	
points	plus	you	help	the	historical	
society	earn	a	donaSon!	
 

Visit	our	web	site!	
www.sumnerhistoricalsociety.com	

Don't	want	to	type	all	that	into	the	
browser?	

Just	Google	for	Sumner	Historical	
or	Ryan	House	Museum	

You	will	get	there!

Interested in joining the 
Sumner Historical Society?
You can find a membership 
form on our website.

The	Ryan	House	Museum	is	
affiliated	with	the	NEA	as	a	
Blue	Star	Museum	offering	
free	admission	to	the	naSon's	
acSve	duty	military	and	their	
families.
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The on-line version of the 
newsletter is now available!
The Historical Society now offers a digital 
version of the newsletter for those who 
may want to receive and read it as a PDF 
document.  
Get on the list  for the on-line version, 
send your email address to: 
publicist@sumnerhistoricalsociety.com 


Sumner Historical Society

Caretakers of  
the Ryan House 

Museum

Mission Statement: To 
collect, preserve and display 
books, letters, diaries, 
photos, clothing, and other 
artifacts of the history of 
Sumner and surrounding 
areas


Officers

President: Kris Arnold

Vice President: Linda Sader

Treasurer: Pam Prasch

Secretary: Dale Loseth

Curator: Vicki Conner

Board Members

Vicki & Mike Conner

Carolyn Stroeve

Roger Stroeve

Linda Sader

John Galle

Marcha Lindberg

Dale & Rita Loseth

Ed Hannus

Michelle Champlin

Leroy Goff

Kris Arnold

Patricia Tribby

Sara Lucas

Chris Loseth

Pam Prasch

Amie Rang


Mary Beth Ryan, 

Director Emeritus
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The Historical Society recently received 
an extensive file of the photo negatives 
that Pete Andrews used in the Pictorials. 
He took most of them with a Speed 
Graphic press camera. 

The file with over 1300 negatives came to 
the Society through the generosity of Karl 
and Barbara Keck, long time, now retired, 
proprietors of the Whistle Stop Antique 
Mall in downtown Sumner, now known as 
Off the Beaten Path.  The antique mall 
building had been the newspaper building 
for most of the years that Andrews was 
the publisher.  Andrews had left the file 
with the Kecks.

The Historical Society has named the file, 
the “Andrews ~ Keck Pictorial Collection". 
It will be the rootstock of the "Pictorial 
Era" newspaper digitation project. The 
negatives will be converted into a digital 
photograph and then matched to the 
Pictorial and newspaper issue. This will be 
a long, labor intensive process, however 
the end result is a clean, clear 
photographic collection of many historical 
Sumner events. 

Anyone interested in participating in the  
project can contact the Sumner Historical 
Society through our website.

There is a reason the society is taking on 
this huge task.  It has been said that we 
should always leave something about 
ourselves for future generations. 

Continued "om page 1
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The	Sumner	Story	
The	History	of	Sumner	

by	Amy	M.	Ryan	

The	Kincaid	Story	
Early	history	and	
reminiscences	of	

Sumner’s	First	Family

Visit	our	gi8	area	for	books,	cards	and	items	of	local	interest

Available at the 
Museum

Sumner Historical Society
Ryan House Museum

1228 Main Street
Sumner Washington, 98390
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Ryan House Museum  
Fall Calendar

October 31st ~ Halloween, museum is closed, outside is decorated 
and docents hand out treats for Street of Treats, 4-7 pm 

November 23     ~ Tree Lighting & Open House  - 5:00 pm 
November 23, 24  ~ Open for holiday season, 1 pm  - 4 pm 
November 30  ~ Board Meeting, 10 am, open to the public 
November 30, Dec. 1, ~ Open for holiday season, 1 pm  - 4 pm 
December 7, 8.   ~ Open for holiday season, 1 pm  - 4 pm 
December 14, 15 ~ Open for holiday season, 1 pm  - 4 pm 
December 16 ~ Closed for the Winter 

Visit	our	web	site	for	details!	
www.sumnerhistoricalsociety.com	


